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'4 FUNERAL SERMON.

_i,.,i I. .l 'i

7012, XIV. v.

SEEING HIS DAYS ARE DETERMINED, THE NUMBER

' or, HIS MoNTHs ARE WITHTHEE; THOU HAST *

APPOINTED HIS BOUNDS THAT HE oANNOT PAss.

HOW true ſoever it is that men must die, they

'need to be frequently reminded of it in order to their

conceiving justly of life, and preparing ſeaſonably for

death. Frequent diſcoxirſes therefore, upon the preca

riouſneſs ofhuman life, eſpecially when there have been

any late instances of ſudden and ſurprizing death, are

neceſſary, and, unleſs it be our own fault, may be at
tended with everlasting benefit, U ſſ

Humme frailty and continual expoſedneſk to death,

is a'theme often in the thoughts, and often on the

tongue of afflicted 705. The chapter before us is al_

most wholly taken up with this melancholy, but im

portant, ſubject. It begins with the mortality, ſhort

Fluration, and inſeparable miſery of all mankindz-T
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" Man that is horn ofa woman, is offew days andſill]

of trouble." Every child that is born into the world,

is to continue in it but a ſhort interval of time ; and

that ſhort interval is to be filled up with inquietude

and ſorrow. To confirm and enforce this it is added

in the next verſe, " He cometh forth like a flower and

is cut down, he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow and eontinueth

not." He ſpringeth up like a tender flower ; and

like a tender flower ſpringing up too early, or in an

expoſed place, is nipt by the frost, or trodden by the

foot, and is ſeen no more. " As for Man his days

are as gra/Is; as a flower of the field, ſo he flouriſheth :

For the wind paſſeth o'ver it, and it is gone; and the

place thereof ſhall know it no more." Such, O Lono,

is the greatest, the hardiest, and the healthiest man I

" And dost thou open thine eyes upon ſuch an one, and

bringe/t him into judgment with thee P" Dost thou, who

art the fountain of life and bleſſedneſs, condeſcend to

cast a look upon this frail and periſhing thing, and to
take ſo much notice of him as to bringuhim into judg

ment with thee ? He is constituted of brittle materials,

and deſcended from mortal parents; how is it poſiible

then that he ſhould be otherwiſe than afrail and mortal

creature ? for, " Who can bring a clean thing out of an

'am-lean P Not one :" Who can make corruption and

mortality produce a perfect and immortal ſubstance ?

No finite power whatever. Then comes in our text

" Seeing his days are determined, the number ofhis mouths

are 'with thee, thou hast appointed his hounds that

he cannot paſs." Seeing thou hast ſet boundaries to
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his life, beyond which he cannot proceed a step, and

hast given him a determinate number of days which

he cannot exceed, why ſhouldest thou concern thyſelf

any more about him ? Why dost thou not leave him

to finiſh his ſhort courſe, and fill up his aPpointed

meaſure, without ſcattering thorns in his path, or

throwing bitterneſs into his cup of life ? " Turn from

him that he may rest, until he ſhall accompli , as an

hireling, his day."

THE phraſeology of the text plainly points out the

ſovereignty of GOD in diſpofing of man, determining

the number of his days and months upon earth, and

fixing the period of life which nOne can go beyond.

The doctrinal truth then, which it concerns us all

practically to obſerve, is this, That by the appoint

ment of Heaven every man has a particular time to

continue in this world: The number of years, months,

and days which we are to live upon earth, is known

and prefixed by a ſovereign GOD, whoſe kingdom

ruleth over all. '

HOW long ſoever man would have lived on earth,

had he continued innocent, we find by revelation, ex

perience and obſervation, that ſince the wickedneſs of

man became great, his life was naturally and judicial

ly contracted to a ſhort duration. Hence, ſays Moſes,

" The days of our years are three/'tore years and ten zt

and if hy reaſon of strength they he four/care years, yet

is their strength labour and ſorrow 5 for it is ſoon ent



eff-h-n-d we fly away." Pſalm xc. 10. Sin, which is

the bane of the ſoul, has operated as a poiſon on the

human body, introducing ſuch infirmity and diſorder,

ſuch liableneſs to diſeaſes and accidents, as neceſſarily

lead and hasten on its diſſolution. Sin renders the

body more vulnerable in every part, and arms eVeIY

thing within and without it against its life. U By one

man ſin entered into the world, and death hy ſin z and

ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that all havefinned."

AND ſince Gon is the original cauſe of all things,

and the prime agent in the kingdom of Providence,
under whom all iſubordinate cauſes and instruments .

act, and by whom they are all ſupported, controuled,

And directed, ſhe may be ſaid to have fixed the limits

of every perſon's life, and to order the rnanner, timC

and circumstances of' his death- GOD: the great au

thor and governour of all zthings, has establiſhed the

connexion between cauſes and effects. And whenever

there is ſuch a concurrence of cauſes as to bring about

anyperſon's death, either in a gradual or ſudden manner,

the will of divine Providence is to be acknowledged

therein; ſince thoſe cauſes can by no means act inde

pendently on the first caust, This is agreeable to the

doctrine taught us- by our Saviour himſelf, that not

ſo much as V a ſparrow falls t,o the ground

without our heavenly Father ; and even the 'very hairs of
our'heads are all numhered." i i

THAT it is appointed unto men once to die; and

that every man is constrained to ſubmit to this ap
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pointment, is a truth ſo evident to our ſenſes, that

none can deny it. We ſee that " one generation paſſeth

away, and another generation cometh :" We ſee that

wiſe men die, and the fool and brutiſh perſon periſh :

We ſee that death is the common lot of all, let their

outward condition and distinctions be what they will.

*_' Our Fathers, where are they F" And as to any of the

ſons of men, " Do they liveforever P"

BUT though all mankind, without exception, are

ſubjected to the law of mortality, yet there is a mani

fest difference with regard to the circumstances and

manner of their death, arid the length of their life.

Though all must die, yet all do not die at the ſame

age, nor in the ſame state of mind, nor the fame kind

oſ death. Though " the living know they must die,"

yet they know not the time when, the place where, nor

the manner how. Each of theſe circumstances is un

der the determination of him '* in whoſe hand our

breath is, and whoſe are all our ways 5" and who, When

he pleaſes, " takes away our breath, and then we die

and return to the dust." V' In his hand is the ſoul of

e've'y living thing, and the breath of all mankind."

And they enjoy life and breath just ſo long, and no

longer, than he ſees fit. " He killeth, and he maketh

alive; he woundeth, and he healeth, neither is there

any that can deliver out of his hand." Deut. xxxii. 39.

He that gives life to the children of men, gives it_ to

them only for ſuch a determined time. Man's days,

even " the number of his months are with Gon," and

limited by him 3 the bounds. to which he ſhall arrive,

--_

8
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anſſyond which he ſhall never paſs, are fixed by the

unalterable decree of Heaven. " Death in every in

stance, and in every form," ſays one, " is Gon's provi

dential act." And whenever he iſſues forth the dread

command, and requires our ſouls of us, we must

obey : Nor can we, by' any means whatever, reſist his

will, eſcape the fatal stroke, or put off the execution

of it to a longer period. " There is no man that

hath power over the ſpirit, to retain thejpirit z neither

hath he power in the day aſ death 3 and there is no dy

charge in that war." GOD does not, in this part of

his administration, proceed by any fixed rules, diſco

verable by us, or that lie open to our view, whereby

we can know beforehand the time, place or circum

stances of another's death, or our own : This can be

known and determined only by the event. Yet we

have, no reaſon, upon this or any other account, to

doubt but that Gon always acts agreeably to his own

fixed plan ; and that every perſon's death, caſual or

ſudden as it may ſeem, or by what means ſocver it is

effected, takes place exactly in the time and manner

which best ſuits with the ſcheme of his perfect and all

wiſe providence. In many instances indeed, GOD

gives previous notice and admonition Of approaching

death by ſickneſs and diſeaſcs : But oftentimes he ſur

prizes perſons in a ſudden and unexpected manner, and

cuts them off unawares. So that " though nothing is

more certain than death, yet ſcarce any thing is more

uncertain as to us, than the time and manner of this

change."-It is a fact of the highest evidence, that

death and the grave are without any order. Men do
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not go off the stage in a regular ſucceſſion ; but one is

ſingled out here, and another there ; one of this age or

ſex, another of that z ſometimes the head of a family,

and ſometimes the branch; and all according to his

determination, who hath " appointed our hound: that

we cannot paſs." And as the length of life, ſo the

means by which life is 'brought to an end, are under the

cogn'izancc and management of him who executes his

pleaſure in the armies of Heaven, and amongst the in

habitants of this earth. Some are hurried out of the

world in the flames of a fever z others depart gradually

by a lingering conſumption. Some die by the hand of

violence 3 ſome by ſudden accidents, and others as by

a stroke from Heaven.-And as to the periods to

which different perſons live, they are as different as the

manner oſ their death. Some just open their eyes up

on the light of the ſun, and then bid a final adieu to

that and every thing beneath it. Others are permitted

to live just long enough to rivet themſelves in the fond

affections of their parents, and then are torn from

their embraces, and covered with the clods of the val

ley. Others arrive to compleat manhood, and die in

their full strength : And here and there one continues

on the stage of life until the day-light and the ſun,

the amuſements and employments of v the world, grow

painful to them ; or until " theſun, and the light, and

thestar: are darkened." But yet each one lives his

appointed time. As it is certain we are not to live

here always, ſo it is certain we are to live here ſuch a

particular term ; which term neither the craft nor

, power of created beings can either increaſe or dimi- v
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There is a period aſſured in the divine preſci

ence to each one of our durations 3 and when we have

got to that, we have no further to go: And as nothing

can hinder us from arriving at it, ſo nothing can force

us beyond it. There is a moment marked in the La;

'n-ſ le_n_de_r_of futurity which is to be the bound of my life 3
p another which is to limit his, and ſo on/ through the

whole ſpecies. If GOD foreknows future events, he

can tell the exact instant wherein each Of us must ex.

pire. He knows who of us have almost filled up our

meaſure 3 and who have many more years to ſpend

upon earth. " But of that day and hour" which is to

terminate his life, " knoweth no man."-But this point,

though ſo highly interesting to every one, needs not

any more time to be ſpend in illustrating and con

firming it, being ſo plain and obvious to the meanest

capacity. It will be more profitable to bring it home

to ourſelves and make the best improvement of it.

Wherefore then, * '

" saam 0 man's days are determined, and the number of

his months are with GOD, and he hath appointed his

hound: that he cannot paſs," it behoves us to inquire

what will become of u's when this period ſhall have
arrived 3 and to make this inquiry with the utmost ſe-ſſ

riouſneſs and concern, as perſons who deſire to be

reſolved, and who are determined to regulate their

inward temper andoutward conduct according as the
reſult of this inquiry ſhall be. ſi ſi ſſ

WHAT then will become of us when we have arriv

ed at thoſe bounds of life beyond which we cannot

i '1 _ - ' . 'x .

_ , ,, t -__\_fi..4\4
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paſs? 'When our days on earth are finiſhed, and the
ſ" number of our months" is come to an end, when,

ſhall we be-wbat ſhall we be-or ſhall we be at

all ? Is there another state befides this, and have we

ſouls that ſhall exist in this other state, when the

body is laid in the dull: 3 or ſhall we not periſh like

the beasts, and die wholly When we ceaſe to breathe P

Most certainly, if we conſult reaſon, or ſcripture, or

our own feelings, we must be convinced that there is a

ſtate of existenceſſ after this 5 that we have ſouls which

cannot die with our bodies, but will live forever, ' ei

ther happy or miſerable, according to their temper

and diſpoſition when they leave the preſent probati

onary state. For ſince the number of our months '
are with Gon toctbe multiplied or diminiſhed as he ſees

fit ; and ſince the longest life is bounded by the ſpace

of a few years, it is a pretty natural andjult conclu

fion that we were originally deſigned for a more per

fect and durable state. T' For is it reaſonably to be

imagined that the infinitely wiſe and good author of

our beings hath made ſuch creatures as we are, en

dowed with ſuch capacities and deſires as all worldly
things and enjoymentsſſcannot fully ſatisſy z or that

he ſhould place us in ſuch a ſhort, frail and dying

world as this which is ſo full of vexation and trouble,

and where no perfect reft and happineſs is to be ex;

Pected, without providing ſome better things for us

to come i' The perceptions, reflections and enjoyt

ments of the ſoul, the ſuperiour part of our frame,

are ſome of them ſuch as clearly indicate its distincti;

en from, its ſuperiority to, and independence on, the



'4

body-3- and that it may exist ſeparate/from and inde

pendent on the body. The capacities and deſires, the

- hopes and fears of the ſoul strongly argue not only

its fpirituality, but its immortality too 3 and that

there is a future state in which the ſoul ſhall exist,

and Gon, the moral governour, ſhall more fully ad

minister judgment to every one according to his

deeds, than it appears he does in this world."
Thus far we may go. upon the principles of ſſhatural

reaſon. Divine revelation carries us much further,

even to the aſſurance of a future judgment, when all

ſhall be tried and ſentenced according to their works 3

and of a' future state of retribution, in which " e

'very one ſhall receive the things done in his hody, ae

eording to that he hath done, whether it he good or

had 3" and that the '4 wit/ced ſhall go away into ever

lasting puniſhment, but the righteous into life eternal."

Nothing, therefore, can be plainer, and nothing can

be of greater moment to us all, than this truth, that

though 'our bodies are mortal and periſhing 3 our

ſouls are immortal and undecaying 3 and that

when our bodies return to dust, as they were, Our

ſpirits return to GOD who gave them, to receive ſen

tence of abſolution or condemnation, and welcomed

to the realms of bliſs, or doomed to the regions of

woe, according as we are prepared and attempered by a

life of holineſs, or a life of ſin, for the one or

the Other.

smca then we have ſuch convincing evidence that

there is a Heaven for the righteous, and a strange pun

iſhment for the workers of iniquity, what can de

fi -..<
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mand our inquiry more than what is our true Me

ter, and what is like to become of us after death 3

Should our ſouls be diſpatched into eternity without

previous warning, what would be like to be our por

tion ? Could we hope, with ſuch habits, ſuch incli

nations, ſuch a temper of ſoul as we are now poſſeſſ

ed of, to be welcomed into the joy of our Loan ;

or must we not be " raſh into outer der/mach, where is

weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth.'.' \We

know that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the king

dom of GOD. Now what is our proper character ?

HaVc we thoſe habits of grace and virtue which con

stitute us righteous in the ſight of Gon ? Have we

that faith in GOD and CHRIST, which worketh by

love, purifies the heart, excites to obedience, and

overcometh the world i' Do we believe in, trust

and rely upon the Loao Jesus CHRIST, as our on

ly Saviour, and live to him who died for us ? Have

we exercifed an unfeigned repentance of all our ſins,

ſuch a repentance as is unto ſalvation, not to be re

pented of ? And do we live in all good conſcience to

wards GOD, and towards man, walking in all the

commandments and ordinances of the LORD blame

leſs ? Is the temper of CHRIST formed in our ſouls,

and do we regulate both the inward and the out

ward man by his example and word ? Is it our great

est care to pleaſe Goo, and our greatest fear lest we

ſhould offend him ? Are our ſenſual and worldly

diſpoſitions mortified within us, and do we cultivate

a heavenly frame and temper of mind i' Does the

love of Gon and ofour neighb0ur prevail in our hearts,
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and influence us to all the duties of piety and virtue i

lf ſuch is our temPer and conduct 5 if we find in our'

ſouls an increaſing love to GOD, and holineſs,- and

Heaven, there is then a good foundation laid for peace

in death, and for happineſs after it. Then. may we

die ſafely, though we ſhould happen to die ſuddenly.

The unexpected arrival of death would not ſeparate us

from the lo've Of GOD, which is in CHRIST Jesus oin

LORD 5 but only uſher ds into' his beatifick preſence,

'where is fulneſs ofjoy and pleaſures for evermore.

BUT if this is not our character 5 if We are in a state

o'f unregeneracy and impenitence 5 if we allow any ſin

to have dominion over us 5 if the world or the fleſh

engroſs our affections and purſuits 5 if we are unſanc

tified to GOD, or unjust and Uncharitable to men 5 in

ſhort, if we have not made our peace with our Maker,

by faith and repentance, we are in no ſenſe prepared

for death, how long, how active, or how mortified ſo

ever our life has been. And ſhOuld we die in ſuch a

state, good were it for us if we had never been born.

And if, upon examination, w'e have reaſon to fear that

Our ſouls are not in readineſs for their ſUmmons to

judgment 5 that there are many ſins charged to our

account, of which we have not repented 5 many impor

tant requirements with which we have not complied 5

and that our ſpirits are no ways attempered to the re

fined and exquiſite entertainments of the Heavenly

World, Oh, how ſhould we ſhudder at our danger !

Our breath is in our nostrils, which a thouſand acci

dents may ſuddenly stop, and then we plunge into

the bottomleſs pit.
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WHAT we have heard expoſes and ſets in a Mg

light the astoniſhing stupidity and folly of ſecure ſin

ners, who care not how they live, nor make the least

preparation for death! That rational creatures who live

in a dying world, ſhould conduct from day to day, and

from year to year as if their days on earth were not de

termined 5 as if the number of their months was not

with Gon, but with themſelves, and as ifGOD had not

appointed their bounds that they cannot paſs, is really

amazing. But alas, how many are there thus carelefi

and stupid ! " How many are there that ſee one and

another of their fellow-creatures following by the dart

of death, and ſome times in a moment, in the twink

ling oſ an eye, and know that they themſelves must die

in a ſhort time, and perhaps by an unſoreſeen, instan

taneous stroke, and yet make not the least preparation

for a peaceful and happy death l" How fooliſh isit to

ſuffer our concern,and our preparations,to terminate on

this ſide the grave! What muſt be the conſequence of

ſuch a conduct, but unutterable diſappointment and

confuſion offace. What an unwelcome, what a dread

ful meſſenger will death be to the thoughtleſs ſinner,

who has ſaid to his ſoul, " Thou bast good: laid up for ma

nyyears, take tbine eZzſe, eat, drink and be merry," When

M

GOD ſhall ſay unto him, " Thou fool, this nigbtſhall H

'thyſoul be required of tbee I" What a diſmal proſpect

will ſuch an one have in the near view oſ-eternity, iſ he

be permitted to take a view oſ it before he finds him

ſelf in it! What horrour mustſeize ſuch guilty wretches,

when they find themſelves just stepping into the pre- -

ſence of an angry Goo, with the guilt of all dicir line

"E
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lying on their conſciences -! How ſurpriſmg must it

be to them to be puſhed off the precipice of life into

that horrible pit which now yawns for them! Most cer

tainly then, they are guilty of the greatest abſurdity,

and run a dreadful riſk who live in this world as if

they had not, and never ſhould have, any connexionwith

another, and were never to be called to an account

for their behaviour here.

'. ev'r' our ſubject not only ſpeaks terrour to careleſs

ſinners, but conſolation and joy to the fincere, perſe*

vering and prepared Christian. The conſideration

that our' times are in GOD's hands, and thſiat he ap

points the time and manner in 'which we and ours must

make our exit, will reconcile the good man, not only

to the ſudden and ſurprizing bereavements which Goo

is pleaſed to exerciſe him with, but even to his own

diſſolution, let it come when,- and in what manner it

will. What room is there for the least repining

thought, or the least exceſs of grief, when any dear

friend is ſnatched from us, ſince " bis days were deter

mined, and the number of his months were with GOD,"

and ſince he reached thoſe " bounds 'which Gon bad

ſet him, and which be could not per/s ?"-And if we

have indeed made our peace with GOD, and ſet our

ſouls in order, by heartily complying with the terms

of ſalvation in the Goſpel, the thought that there

is an appointed time to man upon earth, ſhould

afford us ſatisfactIOn, in as much as this world is

a vale of tears, a state oſ temptation and ſin, and in

which there are no enjoyments ſuited to the dignity and

duration ofour immortal ſouls 5 and in as much as in

e m fim-J
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the world to which we are hastening, we ſhall be free

from ſin as well as from ſorrow, and ſerve and enjoy

GOD without interruption, and without ceſi'ation for
ever and ever. i

 

I WOULD now addreſs myſelfmore particularly to

our distreſſed friends, the mOurning relatives of the

young man ſo ſuddenly struck out of the list Of the liv

ing, whoſe funeral obſequies we are now attending 2:

And in the first place, to the ſorrowful parents bowed

down with this heavy and unlooked for affliction.

Goo hath indeed broken forth upon you ina most ſud

den and awful manner. The stroke ofhis hand is as

painful and ſevere, as it was unexpected and ſurpriſa

ing. The burden he lays upon you, preſſes you ſore 5'

and is almost too heavy for nature, unaſiisted by grace,

to bear. By a blast from Heaven, Goo hath not only

rent your dwelling, butfilled it with " lamentations, and

mourning, and woe." By ſ an instantaneous stroke he

hath diſpatched a promiſing ſon, in the bloom oflife,

and vigour Of manhood, into eternity ! Whatever

pleaſing expectations, and fond hopes you entertained

concerning him in this world, they are now blasted and

torn up by the roots-yet amidst this pungent distreſs, I

trust you do not forget, but endeavour to realize that
the stroke wasſinot a random one, but directed by the

hand of your heavenly father z and therefore that you

can ſay with the Pſalmist, " Iwas dumb, Iopenednotmy

_ mouth, becauſe thou did/i it :" And with Yob, " The Lono

gaue, the LORD hath taken away 3 bleſſed be the name

of the Lono :"--However nature may stagger and faint

under this preſſure, or reluct against it, yet/I tru.n

 



20 -

yea-Hand grace will strengthen andſupport you-en.

ablc you to bear it with Christian compoſure and pati

ence, and diſpoſe you to conſider how you may behave

'under it in a manner the most honourable and profita

ble to yourſelves, and ſo as to glorify Gon, honour

your Christian profeſſion, and others.-May you

experience the benefit, as well as feel the ſmart of af

fliction-May the GOD of comfort be with and

filpport you-May the ſpirit of grace revive and

cheer you with thoſe conſolations which are neither

few nor ſmall-and may your cup of bitterneſs be a

bundantly ſweetened by a ſenſe ofyour interest in thoſe

promiſes, which engage that " thoſe chastiſement: which,

though for the preſent, are not joyous, but grievous, ye:

in the endſhall yield thepeaceful fruit: of righteouſneſſ'

to them that are exerci/'ed thereby :" And that " all thing:
ſhall work togetherforgood to then' that low GOD." ' i

To the BROTHERS and SlSTERS.

HOW ſuddenly and awfully is your number dimi

niſhed, and you struck into consternation and grief at

the instantaneous death-of a beloved Brother l-When

one of the family was to be ſuddenly arrested by the

grim tyrant-his body laid breathleſs on the ground,

and his ſoul diſpatched into the preſence of his judge,

the lot fell upon Yojiah, and you have eſcaped !.-Be

affected both with the i.- goodng/Zr, and the ſwm'ry of

Goo!" Towards him that fell, ſwerLiU-z but towards

you, goodng/Zr.-May his goodneſs lead you to repent

ance, and engage you toa life of gratitude, uſefulneſs,

and growing piety !-This_ ſudden ſummons of your

Brother, in the prime Of life, and in the strength
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ſecurity of' youth and health, is a leſſon full of Muc

tion and warning. O be of a teachable and obedient

diſpoſition. Hearken to the loud call-ſet your ſouls

in order-ſecure an interest in the favour of GOD by

repentance, faith, and a holy life-V Tale: heed, watch

and pray, for ye know not when 'be time is,"-,-Givc

diligence that you may be. found of your judge in

peace-ſeek comfort in the ways of religion-feel;

comfort of GOD ; and beſeech him to comfort you;

parents. Redouble your pains to ſoothe and relieve

them-eſpecially let them have the heart-felt comfort

of ſeeing each of you walking in the truth-living ſo-.

berly, righteoufly 'and godly in the world; that whet

ther they ſhould live to bury you, or you ſhould live

to bury them, the parting may be ſoftened and ſweet?

ened with joyful hopes and proſpects on both ſides. '

I WOULD vnow addreſs myſelf to the Young

'gone here preſent; more eſpecially to thoſe who

were the particular acquaintance and aſſociates of the
deceaſed, r ' ſi

- o Youna none, what think you of the awſul

providence which hath called you together at this

time ? And what ought to be your reflections and re

ſolutions now you are making your laft viſit to your fel

low your'h and companion, to pay the last offices to

his blaſted remains, and to bear them to the grave,

the houſe appointed for all the living P Look upon your

young friend, now a stiffened corpſe, and learn Wiſs

dom. It was but the day before yesterday that he was

healthy and well, ſprightly and vigourous, active and
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ſecure from danger, to all appearance, as any of you ;

and had as much reaſon to promiſe himſelf long life,

and a worldly happineſs, as any of you have at the

preſent moment. But lo l as quick as lightning ;

yea, by a flaſh of that etherial flame, his breath is ab

ſorbed-the ſprings of life are stopt-he is stretched

out a livid corpſe, and his ſoul is let looſe into the

world of ſpirits.-Death gives him no warning; but

" Sends the dreadful tidings in the blow." He had

not time to ſay, " LORD Jesus receive my ſpirit;" nor

even, the LORD have merry on me. On the contrary,

he is one moment in the concerns of time-the next

in eternity.-We hope he had before committed his

ſoul into the hands of his Redeemer, and formed reſo

lutions to forſake ſin, and live in all good conſcience

towards Goo and man-that he was in a good

degree ſanctified and made meet for glory. If ſo, how .

happy was he, to be waſted ſo quick from Earth to

Heaven, though in a chariot of fire ! How happy, to

be entirely excuſed and freed, by ſo ſudden a stroke,

from all the fears and pains Of diſſolving nature !

But whatever the state of his ſoul was when the ſum

mons came, it is now unalterable ;--and we must leave
him in the hands of a just and merciful GOD, and con- i

fider what our condition would now have been, had

the lightning, on that fatal morning, been commiſii

oned to diſpatch us instead of him! Where, my-young

friends, would your ſouls now have been, had you been

the devoted victims Of the hot thunderbolt- ?-O bleſs

GOD that-you are ſpared alittle longer-that you-have

a ſpace given you for repentance-an opportunity ſo?
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ſecuring your eternal ſalvation. O deſpiſe nofiſieſig.

lect not, this repeated, this most awful warning.

What ſolemn calls, what reiteratcd admonitions, have

young people, and others, had in this neighbourhood ?

How often of late have we been convened to houſes of

mourning, where we ſee the end of all men? O that

the living, eſpecially young people, would lay it to

heart !--Gon is calling you by the voice of his word

by the voice of his ſpirit-by the voice of conſcience- *

by the-voice of his providencc-and now he is calling

upon you by the voice of thunder in the death of this

young man : And this is the interpretation, " Be

Je alſo read] ; for in ſuch an bour a: ye tbink not, the

ſon of man cometh." O that you had ears to hear, and
hearts to understand and improve the warning ! ſi" O

that you were wiſe, that you understood this, that you

would conſider your latter end !"--Here you ſee how

abſolutely neceſſary it is that you be prepared i anct

how infinitely hazardous to defer your repentance and

amendment of life. Conſider how dangerous it is to

live one moment longer eſ'tranged from GOD-in the

commiffion of any ſin, or omiffion of any duty.-Can

you now put far away the evil day, and lay ſchemes

for a ſenſual or worldly happineſs, to the neglect of

GOD and of Heaven? Will you now continue to walk

in the way of your heart, and in the ſight of your eyes,

not conſidering that for all theſe things Goo may ſud

denly bring you into judgment ?-0 give not ſleep

to your eyes, nor ſlumber to your eye-lids, until you

have fled for refuge, and laid hold on eternal life.

" Atquuint now yourſelves with GOD, and be a! pence 5'
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thereby good ſhall come unto you." Cornmlt your

ſouls, by an act of faith,'and in well doing, to your

Creator and Saviour; and then you need no: be anxious

Ibout the time or manner of your death : Come

when it will, your ſouls will be ſafe and happy.

AND now, may the efficacious influeno's of the bleſſ

ed ſpirit, in concurrence with the admonitions of di

.vine providence, and directions of the word, compel

gus to think on our ways, and turn our feet unto Goo's

3 to make haste and not delay to keep his

commandments. And " the LORD grant unto us all

that we may find, mercy of the Lono in that day."

AMEN. 7 A? 55'
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